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TRANSLATE 
A short guide to the Chamilo translation tool 
 
Registration 
 
If you want to contribute to the Chamilo translation tool you first have to register. 
This is a simple enough process: 
 

1. go to http://translate.chamilo.org/ 
2. select ‘Registration’ in the right hand part of the screen under the login 

part 
3. fill out the form and click on register: 

 
You can choose your own password or have one generated 
automatically. 
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4. Select ‘Help Translating’: in the top menu:  
 

 
 

5. This brings you to the language selection page. In this page you select your 
source language (drop down menu) and one or more target (‘destination’) 
languages. In our example underneath I have selected both English and Dutch 
(Nederlands) as a target language. The reason I also selected English is 
because I want to contribute to the English source language. This is not 
something most of you will want to do (except if you are a native English 
speaker): 
 

 
Click on Apply when you are ready with your selection. 

 
6. You have to wait for your application to be accepted before you can start 

translating. You will get an e-mail to let you know. Normally this will 
happen quickly and normally by the next working day. 
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Translating 
 
Once your application is accepted you can start the real work. 
After logging in you get this screen with the languages you selected marked out: 
 

 
 
In our example I would select Dutch (Nederlands) by clicking the ENGLISH 
name of the target language (i.e. in the second column). This will give me an 
overview of all translation subjects in the Chamilo project: 
 

 
 
If you only want to work in a specific branch, you can select it at the right hand 
top of the page: 
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You can either select the 1.8.x branch or the 2.x, or (standard setting) all branches. 
 
In order to start translating I can go on in the same way, either by clicking the name 
of the translation field in the second column, or by clicking on the quick translation 
icon  that will lead me straight to the first empty translation.  
This last strategy is the best if you simply want to add a few missing translations as 
quickly as possible. If there are many empty translations it will make more sense to 
work in a structured way, working your way systematically through the Chamilo 
elements you see in the second column. This allows you to check the 
corresponding screens in the application itself, as it is as a rule very difficult to 
translate without having the context in front of you. 
So clicking on assessment will give me this screen: 
 

 
 
I can then select the translation icon (the first in the row to the right) to translate 
e.g. the first empty translation form. I give in ‘my translation’ and can then either 

1. save and go on to the next empty variable 
2. simply translate and return to the previous screen 
3. reset, i.e. do away with the translation: 
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Other functions 
After you logged in, there are some more functions available, as you can see in 
this screen: 

 

Search 
In the advanced search function you can search for a variable in a specific 
language and a specific branch: 
 

 

Quick search:  
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The quick search to the right allows you to search through the relevant information on 
the screen. So on the first screen, you can search for a specific language. 
If you are on a specific language screen, you can search for a specific Chamilo 
component, such as ‘assessment’, etc. 

Export / import translations 
 
Export takes you through a four step export procedure: 

1. first you select the branch 
2. select one or more languages to export translations 
3. select one or more language packs 
4. download the resulting package 

 
To import you only have to select the branch and the zipped input file. 
 


